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Bill Watkins Presents First Nonprofit Economic Impact Study

Results for San Luis Obispo County on October 5

San Luis Obispo, Calif. --  It’s been reported that there are more than 1,000 nonprofit organizations in San Luis Obispo County, but what does that really mean? Who are these organizations? What impact do they have on the community? How can that impact be measured?

A partnership under the guidance of United Way of San Luis Obispo County and composed of local nonprofit, business and community partners has come up with a novel way to answer these questions. 

At a Thursday, October 5 breakfast meeting at Embassy Suites in San Luis Obispo, the first “Nonprofit Economic Impact Summit” at Embassy Suites in San Luis Obispo will feature Dr. Bill Watkins and the results of a study conducted by United Way of SLO County and the UCSB Economic Forecast Project.

The Economic Impact of Nonprofit Corporations in San Luis Obispo County will provide data that helps paint a more complete picture of local nonprofit corporations.

“This study is a different way to look at a segment of our community that most people think does ‘good work’ and is essential to our society, but is not often seen as an economic force,” said United Way Executive Director Charlotte Alexander. “An economic impact study is a very concrete way to illustrate the value and importance of our sector to business people, elected officials and even the nonprofit organizations themselves.”

The study has two main goals, Alexander said. One is to document the contributions of nonprofits to the economic health and well-being of SLO County citizens by looking at the sector’s employment, purchasing power, sources of revenue, services provided and volunteer hours. 

“The second goal of the study is to supply the nonprofit sector with specific data that can be used to speak to other segments of our community, and to help inform future discussion among government, business, nonprofits, community leaders, foundations and residents,” Alexander said.
Southern California Gas Company, the County of San Luis Obispo and United Way of San Luis Obispo County are major sponsors of the study.

Cost to attend the “Nonprofit Economic Impact Summit” breakfast is $20. To make reservations or for more information call United Way of SLO County at (805) 541-1234.
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